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FERNS OF THE BENDIGO AREA 
Re oo see ea by Eric Whiting 


INTRODUCTION 


To keep-a-fernery-in Bendigo requires setting up a good shade house, regular 
attention to watering or even an automatic sprinkler system, and other similar 
things to protect the ferns from our environment. The aim is to copy the moist 
conditions of the fern-tree gullies of Gippsland ete. or even the rainforest 
climate of Queensland. Ferns need moisture to complete their life cycle (more 
of that later), so it is not surprising that the rainforest habitat has the 
greatest abundance and diversity of ferns. But what of our dryish climate? 
Surprisingly some 19 ferns (and fern-allies) have been recorded in the Bendigo area. 
In deriving this figure I have used Cliff Beauglehole's lists for the North 
Central Area sub-sections H, I, & J, Ern Perkins' Castlemaine Plant List, 
records from Don Franklin, and some of my own observations. 


Only one of our’ ferns can be claimed as common and truly at home here, A11 the 
others would appear to have taken advantage of very localised, and often man 
created, conditions, Thus records are mostly associated with seepages from water 
races, sheltered in old mine shafts, on or by dams, etc. 


As hinted at above, the list includes 'fern allies'. These plants are ‘also 

members of the Class Pteridophyta, all of which reproduce by.spores rather. than 
by seeds. Probably the easiest characteristic with which to distinguish between 

a fern and an ally is the unrolling of new leaves of ferns. This is not foolproof 
however, as the fern genus Ophioglossum (Adders tongues) have: leaves that lengthen 
from the base, and some of the seed plants have leaves that unfurl; the Sundews 
are a clear example. The true ferns bear their spores on the underside of the 
fronds. The fern allies bear their spores at the leaf axils, or on specialised 
sporophylls. 


Ferns are a very ancient group, the first fossils beings found in Devonian rocks 
of about 400 million years ago. Differing from the simpler mosses in having woody 
transport cells in their stems and in having true roots for support, the ferns. 
could grow upwards. First the club-mosses raised themselves from ground level, 
but this group and the horse-tails which developed even taller stems were (and 
still are) never able to be independent of very wet conditions. For some 
inexplicable reason, horsetails do not appear in any part of Australia. It is the 
horsetails and then the true ferns that formed the first forests and in. the next 
era (Carboniferous) flourished so well that their remains formed the great coal 
seams from that era. It was not until about 250 million years ago that they had 
their first challenge to dominance, in the form of the evolution of the cycads and 
conifers, The flowering plants did not appear until about 140 million years ago. 


LIST OF FERNS IN THE BENDIGO AREA 


Adiantum aethiopicum . - .. Common Maidenhair Fern 
Asplenium flabellifolium Necklace Fern 

Agolla filiculoides Pacific Azolla 
Blechnum chambersii . Lance Water-fern 
Blechnum minus © ‘°° : - - Soft Water-fern 
Blechnum nudum Fishbone Water-fern 
Cheilanthes tenuifolia |. -Rock Fern | 
Doodia media Cormon Rasp-férn 
Gleichenia microphylla ' Serambling Coral Fern 
Hypolepis rugosula oe ' Ruddy Ground Fern 
Isoetes drummondii fe eae Plain Quillwort 
Marsilea angustifolia Narrow-leaf Nardoo 
Marsilea drummnondii Common Nardoo 
Ophioglossum lusitanicum Austral Adder's-tongue 
Pellaea falcata Sickle Fern 

Pilularia novaehollandiae Austral Pillwort 
Pleurosorus rutifolius Blanket Fern 
Pteridium esculentum Common Bracken 


Pteris tremula Tender Brake 
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FERNS OF THE BENDIGO AREA continued 


FERNS OF THE BENDIGO AREA - PART 1 - MAIDENHAIRS AND SPLEENWORTS” © = ~ © eee 


THE MAIDENHAIRS - FAMILY ADIANTACEAE  . | Se “1 ae Sea 


Our commonest fern, the Rock Fern, is a member of the Maidenhair family, and. 
so I will stert with them. 


The spore-forming podies of: this family are eens aligned along the edges. 
of the fronds, and in most cases“protected by the in-rolled edge of the frond, 
Cheilanthes; the Genus name for the Rogie Fern, means EDP TONeD 


Cheilanthes ‘tenuifolia - Rock Fern 
tenuifolia - _tenui= =diminuitive, folia = leaves” 


This fern: is widely. spread: in and Reson Australia. The broadly iniangulany 
much divided: fronds of this fern. can resularly be found in rocky places on the 
forested hills around Bendigo:*It is found growing at Monument Rock in the 
Whinstick, an area most would consider too dry to find ferns. Each frond rises 

, froma shortly’ creeping rhizome (underground stem). The stipes ( the stalks) — 

6f the fronds are slender, shiny, and dark brown. In our area fronds are 

mostly from 10 to 30 em. high, but fertile fronds can be much less, or in better 
conditions such as in Cooktown up to 70 cm. high. 


During summer the fronds dry and shrivel but retain life. for a. eciisiderabre ‘itte. 

If wetted the brittle brown fronds can soften, expand, and return to normal. 

Ferns with this ability are classed as resurrection ferns, A close ELM Ae the 

Woolly Cloak Fern + C.lasiophylla, extends well into the barren and arid - 

--interior of the continent. Its only ogcurence in Victoria’ is in the extreme 
north-westi:on limestone cliffs along the Murray. 


J.HiWillis in his 'Plants of Victoria! Vol.1 lists Cheilanthes distans - - Bristly 
Cloak Fern for Bendigo, however Cliff Beauglehole only cites two localities in 
the North Central Area viz. Wehla and Graytown. Like the Rock Fern it tf} 

found in relatively dry rocky areas. 


Bristly Cloak Fern differs from the Rock enn in singh the fronds are only . 
bi-pinnately divided whereas. the Rock Fern is tri-pinmately divided, and by 
bearing flattened hair-like scales. especially on the under-surface of the 
leaflets. It is also generally smaller, the fronds rarely reaching 15 cm. 
Was the Willis record just a depauperate Rock Fern or do we have another 
fern for. our list? 


Adiantum acthiopicum - Common Maidenhair Fern 


Adiantum - adiantos Greek for unwetited, the leaves remain dry. after being 
plunged into water, °.: 

eithiopicum - Ethiopia. This mean oceurs in most seapesieralt and epereericel 
countries, as well as in all States of Australia. 


This is far more commonly seen as a pot plant here, as locally it has been 
recorded at only a few sites. Jack Kellam has found it on the banks of Axe 
Creek, and I recently found a tiny clump below the water race in. the Mandurang. 
Forest. The Castlemaine list gives only one location near the Porcupine 

Ridge Road, which is really just outside the Bendigo area. Don Franklin:in .°: » 
his survey work on the Coliban Park Estate between Sutton Grange and the 
Coliban River, has found several sites on the granite areas, and believes 

it could be common on this terrain. 


The tufted, smooth, reddish-brown stipes. carries De carat or pipinnately. 
branched leaves, the final branches being very fine and: hair-like... 
Leaflets are membranous and wedge shaped. The outer margins can be lobed 
or minutely toothed with the sori (sporing bodies ) sunk into the apices of. 
the lobes. — 
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FERNS OF THE BENDIGO AREA continued 


Pellaea falcata —- Sickle Fern 


Pellaea - pellaios (Greek) = dark, alluding to the stipes. 
falcata: = fale (Latin) = sickle 


The fronds are once pinnate with the leaflets either alternate or opposite, 

2-6 em, lone and 13 mm. wide tapering to a point, with each leaflet on a short 
(0,2-1:0 mm) stalk. Although named Sickle Fern from the shape of the leaflets, 
the latter are only slightly or not at all curved. The sori are in marginal 
bands along the shiny green leathery leaflets. The stipes are erect, dark brown 
and clothed in long narrow spreading scales. 


This fern grows in the rich soil of alluvial jungle flats to tiny crevices 

in wet (and mossy) rocks. There are only three records in our area, at Turpins 
Falls, Barfold Gorge, and along the Coliban River on the Coliban Park Estate. | 
The latter two records are new sightings by Don Franklin. 


Bob Allen has. recorded one colony at Barfold Gorge on many occasions, over 
the years, proving that. given the conditions to get established our 'occasional' 
ferns can last for years. 


Pteris tremula - Tender Brake ~ 


' Pteris - pteris (Greek) = a fern (pteron = wing), from the feathery fronds. 
tremulata - tremularis (Latin) = to tremble 


The fronds of this fern are very much like the broad, triangular and much 

divided, stereotyped image of fern leaves, They can be distinguished from similar 
ferns by the location of the sori in short or long continuous lines down the edges 
(but..not to the base or apex) of the leaflets. The leaflets taper into a wing 
along the rhachis (their stalk), The veins of the leaflets are also simple, . 

or once forked (as in all of. the Adiantaceae). As the common name suggests 

the fronds are relatively soft and are generally a paler green than other 

similar shaped ferns. The stipes are yellowish to reddish, smooth and arise 

in tufts from the short rhizome. 


Although widespread in Fastern Australia from tropical Queensland to South — 
Australia and Tasmania, and in habitats ranging from rainforest to coastal 
gullies to swamps and to protected areas of sclerophyll forests, records in our 
area are restricted to Barkers Creek, and a small group of tiny specimens 
huddled under a rock close to the shore of Lake Eppalock, I have also found a 
young clump of ferns along the water race in Mandurang Forest that have the 
appearance of Tender Brake, but without fertile material the identification 
is somewhat subjective. Don Franklin has also located a fern colony along 
Granite Creek with the appearance of Tender Brake, but again no fertile material 
to positively identify it. © 


THE SPLEENWORTS - ASPLENIACEAE 


Asplenium flabellifolium - Necklace Fern 


Asplenium'- Greek) a = not, splen = spleen, refering to the plants use 
(futilely) as a remedy: for spleen and liver complaints. 

flabellifolium - flabellate = in the shape of a fan, referring to the shape 
of the leaflets. 


The shiny, dark brown stipes arise from shortly creeping rhizomes, and are 
procumbent or prostrate. The more or less paired leaflets are spaced out 

along the narrow frond and the terminal rhachis is extended, and often develops 
a young plant from a bulbil at the tip. Each leaflet is fan or wedge shaped, 
with the outer margin toothed or lobed. The sori are few, and form radiating 
lines along the leaflet veins. Fach one has a covering flap (the indusium) 
which opens inwards, 


Pellaea falcata 
Pleurosorus 


rutifolius 


Adiantum 
aethiopicum D A 


Cheilanthes 
tenuifolia 
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FERNS OF THE BENDIGO AREA continued 


The Necklace Fern is found in all States, growing inthe soil. of gullies, under 
rocky outcrops, or even as an epiphyte on trees or treeferns. Cliff Beauglehole 
records it in nearly every sector in North Central Victoria, but not in sector 
H (northern parts of the Whipstick and byond). Localoceurrences are scattered, 
and typically are in rocky situations in sheltered gullies, A particularly 
flourishing colony was found in one of the Chinese Holes at White Hills, tere 
the Botany Group's excursion there last year. . ; 


Pleurosorus rutifolius - Blanket Fern 


Pleurosorus - (Greek) pleuros = side, soros = a heap, hence Latin sorus-= 
a proup of spores, Alludes to position of sori dlongside the leaflet veins. 
rutifolius - (Greek) rhytis = a wrinkle, hence wrinkled leaves. 


A small fern, the erect fronds rising only up to 15 em. from thé shortly 
ereeping rhizomes. The leaflets are in irregular pairs to alternately spaced up 
the stipe, are fan-shaped and irregularly notched and lobed, All parts are 
clothed in fine reddish-brown hairs. The sori are uncovered (no indusium) 

and lie alongside the radiating veins of the leaflets, Eventually the sori 
spread to cover the undersides of the leaflets. 


The Blanket Fern is another of the resurrection ferns, ‘using this feature 

to survive in its typical habitat of rock crevices. Like the Necklace Fern. . 
it is widespread but scattered across the North Central area, but no records 
for sector H, 
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HISTORY on TEA IN AUSTRALIA 


by Leon Ruedin. 


This.article may not be of endemic interest, but should be of general interest 
because: of. that 'cunpa! we partake of so often during our lives. 

Botanically speaking, Camellia sinensis is a close relative of that bush 30. 
commonly seen in our gardens. On a recent holiday in Mission Beach, some 90 . 
Km south of Cairns, I came across a little booklet, "History of Tea in 
Australia! 


On the lst April 1882, Frederick Cutten's four sons rowed down the Tully 5 River 
to select a property for a plantation, and landed at Clump Point, Bingil Bay, 

close to where Mission Beach is today, The rich fragrance of the Calophyllums 

eased their tiresome journey of 40 miles. High on the hills, which are part | 

of the mountain range with Bartle Frere towering high in the mist, stood heavy 
stands of White Cedar, Bean, Quandong and Native Ginger,’ ee higher up grew 

Bloodwoods, Stringy. Bark and Morten Bay Ash. 


The first task was to clear a few acres to grow a cash crop of Bananas, 
Pineapples, Melons ete. This particular area was called"Murdering Point", 
as the crew of the Brig "Maria" were murdered, ee. the mevlyess who munbered 
about 300, 


Frederick Cutten Gest was “dnnounteaiy the father of the tea industry 
in Australia. It was he who- ‘imported Yea, Coffee, Nutmeg and other spices. — 
The boys meanwhile had planted Mangoeg, Coconuts, Coffee and Citrus; in all, 
about 100 acres were under cultivatiog. The boys used native labor, All 
worked well until the natives were paid in opium. Then with the 1914 war, and 
a severe drought, the plantation was abandoned. 


HISTORY,.OF TEA IN AUSTRALIA continued sake 


In the early sixties Dr Maruff collected seed from this area, and sent it to 
Mt Hagen to start the ‘tea industry in New Guinea, as well as planting seedlings 
at Innisfail. In 1980, the descendants of Frederick Cutten, now at Nerada, 
‘Intisfail, went to Bingil Bay to find the old plantation, which was now a 
jungle 50 metres high. After much. séarching, a single white flower was found 
on the ground on Mrs Alison Busst's property, and there, 50 metres above the 
ground, were the shiny green leaves of the Camellia. They then found thousands 
of scedlings...These . trees had sprouted a nursery of virile tea trees. Could 
this. happen toa species: $0 fickle and difficult to rear.over the first two 
years, resulting in a,new-super species immune to the natural diseases. of the 
tropics? The century old plants had fathered a new industry - TEA, 


At Nevada, - Innisfail, the descendants, of Frederick Cutten harvest about 70 
acres. oe tea for the humble cuppa. 


cant 
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NANKEEN KESTREL - FALCO CENCHROIDES 
- also. known as Australian Kestrel 


Bird Observers Goth - Bird’ of the Night Discussion 4 July 1986 | 
compiled by Bill Flentje 


APPEARANCE: The Nankeen Kestrel is. the smallest of the Australian Diurnel 
Birds of Prey, being 30 to 35 cm long, and with a wing span of about 75 em. 
General colour above is rufous brown, underparts generally white, with dark 
streaks on ;the breast. The tail is pale-brownish-grey, with the tip white, and 
a black bar across near the tip. The eyes are brown, with yellow eye-ring 

and cere, -“Legs also yellow, and the bill blue-prey. The female has a pale 
rufous head with black streaks, and a broader black bar across the tail, and - 
the rest of the tail finely barred, Male and female have a. fine black -streak : 
above and behind the eye, anda ‘black stripe ‘from the-eye : enue. ave pide: of - 

the throat. ; ' 


CALL: A high-pitched ie netitine keckee-kee, each syllable joie to-the- next, 
‘At other times, and often near the nest, the call is more of a ‘squeal, and the 
syllables separated, The calls of the-young in the nest are higher pitched, 
softer and shorter syllables, and gradually rising in pitch. | 


HABITAT: Kestrels occur in open. woodland and land cleared for agriculture, 
throughout the Bendigo District. Though not, numerous, Keatrels are the most 
common birds of prey found in the district. 


FOOD: Commonly insects, especially grasshoppers, beetles and crickets; small 
Tizands; mice, and ‘small birds. 


HABITS: ‘Kestrels usually find nett food on the suse by Hovenine) ae a. 
statiomry position about 100 feet above ground level for a short period, 
before flying with quick wing-beats to another position a short distance 
AWAY. Sometimes they perch on a. high expdsed perch, and watch for movement 
of suitable prey. They lack the swift attacking flight of most of ‘the other 
birds of: prey, but have been ‘observed to catch small birds in flight, and 
large flying insects. 
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NANKEEN KESTREL - FALCO CENCHROIDES continued 


BREEDING The usual breeding period is between August and November. 

Kestrels do not build nests, but use tree hollows, and sometimes cliff edges, 
cave entrances, ledges on high buildings,~or-old nests of other birds. 

The number of eggs laid varies from 3 to 7, and they are of a pale buff 

colour, with spots and blotches of SEE, They sometimes use an old. See 
nest for breeding. , 


GENERAL: Found less commonly south of Bendigo, and are more common, but not ~ 
numerous, north of Bendigo. They seem to fluctuate in numbers, becoming 

scarcer in drought ‘periods because of .a lack of food supplies of insects 

and mice.’ 

Sometimes the aia nc while on the wing, passes food to the female, who 
takes it to the nest to feed the young.  . 

In former times when the hay was stooked, Kestrels used to follow behind as 

the stooks of hay were gathered, and loaded on to vehicles, as mice were often: 
found which had sheltered under the stooks. 

Sometimes Kestrels eat small prey such as grasshoppers while in flight: ieee 
seem to prefer short grass or crop, and clear view conditions for hunting. : 
Fence posts and yeregna nn poles provide. favourable perching sites for the 
Kestrels. 
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_ BIRD. OBSERVERS GROUP. REPORT 
Dr. peter Milne, of the Department of Conservation, Forests and Lands, expressed 


pleasure at meeting up with a contact group such as the B, Q. G, when addressing them 
at our meeting on Friday lst August. 


_He gave an outline of the organisation and corporate stratepty of CFL, which was 
established in 1983, bringing together a number of natural resource management 
agencies. It is responsible for managing all public land, almost 40% of Victoria, 
including National Parks, State Forests, water catchments and many types of reserves, 
as well as soil conservation and revegetation. Such diverse matters as fishing and 
fire fighting, noxious weeds and tourism come under their care. 


Dr. Milne ‘also sereened slides of a very successful coastal refeneration project at. 
Bay of Islands Reserve near Port Campbell. 


Bird of the Night was the ‘Brown Headed Honeyeater, and Bill Flentje again led with. 
excellent sound recording and slides, ‘contributed by Aub Muir, the B.O.C. -and himself, 
of this noisy little bird. 


Among observations reported at the meeting were magpies and plovers nesting, arid a 
Wedge-tailéd Eagle nesting in the district; also more Scarlet Robins seen than 
for many years. 


The Bird Observers Club of Victoria le having a camp at Notleys camping cunt in 
the Whipstick Forest from the 24th-29th September 1986, that being Melbourne Show---:-- 
weekend. Members of the Bendigo Field Naturalists Club are cordially invited to. 
join with the B.0.C. on any of the outings or to visit at the camp. 
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LEAVES FROM THE PAST 
by"Book Worm" 


My first "leaf" has to do with Mr Redvers Eddy, a foundation member of the Bendigo 
Field Naturalists' Club. Back in 1960 he gave an illustrated talk on some 

Bendigo Song-Birds, which was reported at some meee. in the eee pen EEE 
Appended is a copy of the article. ME ye 


dew yen bed gs See ee st ome 


1960 The Bend i9. Advertiser - quoted in full. 


BENDIGO'S FIVE BEST SONG-BIRDS Siem rs 
Detailed @iamiione of Bendigo's five best sons-birds were the sxibjecit! ‘of a 
fascinating address to the Bendigo Field Naturalists! Club by Mr. He: Eddy, 
the well-known bird authority of this district, 


Mr. Eddy said the five best sonrsters were the Rufous Whistler, Golden Thistter, 
Gilbert Whistler, Grey Thrush and:.Crested Bellbird. 

All these are forest dwellers said Mr. Eddy, They build cup-shaped nests," Jay 
three eggs and have drab plumage except the male Golden Whistler. ‘ are insect - 
eaters, and all are relatively small birds. 

Bendigo is considered the stronghold of the three whistlers, as all three can 

be observed. in the one eae EIS would not be so for practically all’ poe rest 

of Australia. 


Their Habits 

The Rufous Whistler is common and nomadic, arriving about September, whereas. the 
Gilbert Whistler is static, being confined to perhaps a few acres all the year 
around, The Golden Whistler wanders about a bit. \ 
The Rufous Whistler is an upper-feeder - in the tops of the eucalypts: ‘the | 
Golden Whistler is an intermediate feeder in the eucalypts, and the Gilbert 
Whistler a ground-level feeder in the semi-open forest, and confines itself to 
the thicker scrub areas. Its heavy blunt beak enables it to extract borers from 
acacias, The Rufous Whistler's nest is a flimsy structure from 3 ft. to 10 ft, 
off the ground. The Golden “whistler makes a somewhat. better job, and the Gilbert 
Whistler makes a.still better nest, larger and deeper. One Gilbert WARSheics made 
six nests with eighteen eggs between August and January. 

Ninety-five per cent of all egres and young are taken by crows in Mr Fddy's area 
at Diamond Hill. Observations indicate that Spring Gully, Mandurang and Strathfieldsaye 
areas would suffer similarly. 

The Gilbert Whistler is the best sonebird of the three, with. fluent rich notes 
of flute-like quality. Bendigo represents the southernmost limit of this bird. 
‘The Rufous Whistler has the same glorious quality but lacks the continuity and 
refinement of the Gilbert Whistler. : 

The Northern Whipstick is the stronghold of the Golden Whistler, though 20 pairs 
could be located within two to three miles at South Mandurang and Sedgwick. 
Next comes the Grey Thrush which we all know so well for its glorious song in © 
spring. Male and female are similer and grey in appearance, 

Professor Hartshorne, the world authority on songbirds, rates about 180 of the 

‘ world's birds as top class songsters, and Bendigo has three that fill places of 
the highest order. He puts the Grey Thrush in the first 20 of these 180 top-class 
birds, It is second only in Australia to the Pied Butcher-bird of northern parts 
of the continent. It has a rare musical quality with up to 30 different singing 
phrases. It is common, and builds a nice, tidy nest, frequently ornamented with 
strips of bark, on the top of a stump with coppice srowth. 


Caterpillar Mystery | 
The Crested Belibird builds a eienatibo nest,. pee with one remarkable difference - 
live caterpillars or grubs will be found on and. in the nest all the time the 


nest is in occupation. Usually in Bendigo there are up to 20 Processional 
Caterpillars, that very woolly kind, round the nest, on the eggs, among the 
youngsters, and in a semi-paralysed condition. As they dry up, the birds bring 
more of them, yet they do not eat them. No satisfactory explanation has so far 
been advanced as to why the birds do this, and nowhere else in the world does any 
other bird do anything parallel to this, For this unique reason, Hartshorne would 
consider the Crested Bellbird one of the world's wonder birds. 


ilit,, 
LEAVES FROM THE PAST continued 


Over Three Octaves 

As a songster, it has a colossal range of 3.5 octaves, and for some obscure 
reason its voice seems "ventriloquial", Hartshorne suggests that the"deception or 
confusion" might be caused by the ultra-sonic (high pitch) content of its sone. 
It has also another unusual feature in that it somehow gets it young out of the 
nest in an almost helpless state. Mr, Eddy does not think the caterpillars have 
anything to do with ‘this, but what tender skinned youngster would want to live 
among horrible prickly caterpillars? j 

One of the last strong-holds of the Grey Thrush and Crested Bellbird is the 
Mandurang forest east of the railway line and between Kangaroo Flat and Big Hill. 
"If these gems are to survive," said Mr. Eddy, "thought must be given to the 
restriction of cutting in the forest, or alienation of it in any other way." 
"Previous experience throughout the world has shown that when natural habitat is 
disturbed, bird communities disintegrate through isolation and eventually die out.” 


_ Mr, Eddy eoneluded hig lecture with a series of excellent colour slides of these 
five birds, with their nests and youngsters, 
t : . A.H.S. pes 
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OCTOBER EXCURSION 

DATE SEY 5th October 

ACTIVITY Kasy bushwalk press. the: 2 Sugarloat Range. 
LEADER John Lindner a f 


MEETING TIME “AND PLACE. 10, 00 « citi outside Axedale Primary School, We will then 
drive to the start of the walk at Fosterville, leaving a couple of cars at the 
énd of the walk on the Ways eee 


DESCRIPTION OF THE WALK Undulating ridge, with a few steep pinches, sometimes 
quite broad, sometimes very narrow. Heavy to light timber and scrub. Very 
interesting rock outcrops. Views from Mt. Sugarloaf of Wellsford Forest 

and other hills. Wildflowers should be excellent. 

Total distance - 6 kilometres approximately. 


WHAT TO BRING 


1. Good walking shoes. 

2. Lunch and afternoon tea. — 

3, Camera, binoculars, plant field AGS, 
4. Back pack to carry gear, 


12. 
£ LETTER TO THE EDITOR 
from Tom Patullo 


Reading the very interesting report, in the August "Whirrakee" of an excursion 

to South Lockwood, conducted by the B.F.N.C. in Aucust 1947, it occurred to me 

that this is an area which of late years our club has overlooked. I cannot 

remember ever having gone | on an excursion to that area since I. have been a. 
member. 


bese denne 


The mention of. ae ite Correas Epes my interest, and has Tue me. to. 
write this letter. 


The Bendigo district is not well endowed with Correa species, and- I know of 

only two types with one species having two colour forms. 

Correa reflexa is represented by a tall growinc bush to 1.5 metres (5 feet) 

high, with § greenish yellow flowers, and very rough leaves. The stems of the 

‘ young growing tips are a distinct reddish colour. While this variety is in 
flower, such is the abundance of bloom that the ground underneath becomes 

yellow with fallen flowers. The best stand of this variety that ‘I know of is 

_ gust to the south of the Spring Gully Reservoir, near where the graptolites 

‘are found. Part of this stand is now fenced off in the Reservoir water-shed | 
reserve. There is also a small stand further south in Pearce's bush at Mandurang. 


This' variety also grows in the Whipstick, on the old Faflehawk Rifle Range and 
again near the Blue Jacket Reservoir. I have never seen either of the 
Whipstick stands at their best, owing to the damage caused by Wallabies. 


There is also a red flowered form of Carnes: reflexa growing in the Whipstick, 
a small bush to 50 cm (18 in.) high, bearing red bell shaped flowers with 
ereen skirts, I have never seen it myself, but it was reported some years ago 
by Reg Smart, much to the consternation of the late, inimitable, Frank Robbins, 
who had, about that time prepared his "Whipstick Survey" map for publication, 
and he had not known about the red Correa reflexa,. 

The Red Flowered Correa reflexa also occurs at Kinsower, but as this area is 
about forty miles away I have not reckoned them as being local. 

Correa glabra, the Rock Correa, is the second Correa species occuring jae GE 
area. It is sometimes called the Granite Correa because it favours gran e 
country, but this is not always so, This can grow to quite a large bush, 

2 metres (6 ft.) or more, and is best described as having fresh green foliage 
and large, distinctly sauare-bell shaped flowers, green in colour, It occurs 
in only two local areas that I know of, The first area is a small patch on 
the Sheepwash Creek, along Tannery Lane at Mandurang, and secondly, along: 
the Calder Highway, south of Big Hill, at Buckeye Bridge. 


Further afield, on Mt. Korong, there isa form of C. elabra which has a preyichs 
green, wavy edjred leaf, and smaller flowers which turn pinkish as they age. 


If the forementioned species of Correa are the "couple of Correa" referred to 
in the early excursion report, then there are evidently. ‘some areas in our: 
district which need looking over. pt 


Ce eS gh * ¥ x x 
EXCURSION REPORT 
On Sunday LOth August, about 50 thembers and friends went on a tour of the 
Central Deborah mine. The mine started operating in 1939 and closed.in 1954... 
It is about 500 metres deep. We were given a short talk at the surface, then. 
went down in a lift to the 2nd level, which is 60 metres below ground level. 
They are pumping 240,000 litres of water out: of the mine each night. * 
The smell in the mine is caused by sulphur in the rock. We. saw a saddle reef 
of white quartz with iron pyrites, and green mica. The rocks are slate and 
sandstone. We were walking in a tunnel which runs under Old Violet St. and 
Creek St. They gave us a demons“iration of how a rock drill works. It has a 
tungsten tip, and an air lee. Tne holes are charged with gelignite, ammonia 
nitrate and diesel fuel, one stot blows 19 ton ef rock. We saw the air pump 
working. When they were drillizie the tourist tunnels, they struck underground 
water and there is still a smz1ll amount of water on the floor of the tunnels. 


Win Demeo. 


COLIBAN RIVER WALK ~ AUGUST 17th, 1986 


Members of the Bendigo Field Naturalist Club were joined by members of the 
Castlemaine Field Naturalist Club and the Bendigo Alpine Club for a very 
enjoyable day walk along Granite Creek and the:Coliban River. The walk was. 
through open countryside scattered with eranite boulders: Along the water 
courses were mavine. Like Stretches, particularly at the water-falls. 


Dur to recent. heavy, rain. a: large volume of water flowed over the three water 
falls seen, "Foxy Falls", on Granite Creek, was the most spectacular. The’ 
volume of water also meant that very. few, of. the "pothole formations" on the 
Coliban Falls were visible. _ A 


A pleasant: lunchspot was found: abave vite ‘Coliban. Palle, a cals time: was 
allowed for exploring the river banks, scrambling amongst the somewhat slippery 
boulders of the” falls or just relaxing in the ideal conditions. 


Plants noted: along. the. wary included Meidenheir Fern: beneath many ne 
boulders, River Red Gums, Tree Violets, Narrow-leafed Hop Bushes, ‘Lightwood 
and Wirilda Wattles, River Callistenons and Clemitis. One very lush Indigofera 
was seen among st the boulders at Coliban Falls. 


The birds seen: ‘included Striated Pardaldotes, Red~-browed Finches, Sulphar- 
erested Cockatoos, Galahs, Crimson Rdgellas, a pair of. Wedge-tailed Kagles and 
several Whistling Kites, 


Numerous rabbits were also seen. Of, interest, too, was a large River Red Gum 
with several self-srafts, 


A vote of thanks must go to John Lindner and Graham Hill for: organising and 
leading the walk. mie, i a em 


Dalewittled aie 
ee ee ee OF he ake creas 


GEM AND MINERAL EXHIBITION presented by Bendigo Gem Club. 


NEW LOCATION Strathdale Community Centre in Crook Street. 

DATE Saturday Sept.13th 11.30 am ~ 9 pm and 

. Sunday Sept.1Ath 10.00 am - 5 pn. Sy 

ON DISPLAY featured in competition entries - hand crafted jewellery, 
faceted stones, rare minerals, copper enamel te: models made 
of stone, ce wyatt 


ONCE A YEAR OPPORTUNITY TO BUY RARE PIECES 


DEMONSTRATIONS INCLUDE 


GEMSTONE CUTTING Roy Allen of Shepparton, Faseinating to watch. 
SAND PAINTING Glad Jackson, Bendigo - using different coloured sands collected 
Australia wide. A pleasing different artforn. 
SILVERSMITHS Martin Ruffell and Ron Tremewen making settings for flemstones. 
A fascinating craft. 
FOSSILS & MINERALS FOR SALE Kevin Davy of "Willyama Minerals" of Wagga Wagea 
be showing uniique fossils and will have superb specimens 
for sale. He has travelled world wide to collect fossils and 
fine minerals for museums, universities and private collections. 
BENDIGO GEM CLUB invites you to enjoy an hour or so looking at these creations 
from the earth, Enjoy a meal or a snack. 
Please note the date on your callendar Sept. 13 & 1Ath, 
Admission $1.50 Children 50c. 


14. | 
commrrrre REPORT ‘20th Aueusr 1986 > 


1. After ioaeteitie information’ that the B.0.G. had good stocks of "Birds of 
the Bendigo District" a request will be made to rele for a delivery, to enable 
us to service enquiries for this” ‘booklet. 


2. The committee supported Treasurer Helene Boon's autcierersitiann that gH 
recommend to the club, that no srCn eae ine made" ‘in HT fees for the! . 
coming year. 85" ' 


3. New members elected to the club were: — Fh a 
Mathew and Margaret Hunter, Ellerys Rd, Faraday. and 
‘Geoff and. Margaret Holland and family, Fadersons Lane, | Mandurang 3551. 


“4, QA letter of appreciation is to be forwarded to John and Caroline Lindner 
for entertaining Dr Geoff Christensen, and his wife Ruth, when they travelled 
HERI ELIOT TRS for the. August meeting, at which Dr Christensen was suest ‘speaker. 


Se “The question, of presenting visiting guest speaker's . with a token of 
appreciation, is being investigated. 


6. Following receipt of a Fire Prevention Strategy for the Sninetics comments 
prepared by Graham Hill and John Kellan, were forwarded +o Caner HD Forests 
and Lands for consideration. 


xe F OE KY HH? 


W.V.E.N.C.A. MARYBOROUGH 18th-19th: OCTOBER © 


Friday evening (Oct.17th) 8.00 pm. The late Edgar Pescott's magic lantern 
slides of Australian Orchids, and forestry activities of his era. 


Saturday morning 9,00am, Tour taking in Aboriginal Wells and Aboriginal 
Initiation Ground, 


Saturday 1.30 pm Botany excursion to Paddy's Ranges Stete Park at Maryborough. 
Buses will be available for these two excursions if there is enough interest. 


Saturday 6.30 pm Meeting of ‘W:V.F.N.G.A, Launching of Cliff Beauglehole's 
Murray Valley Report. Jim Willis will be guest speaker and has taken as his 
sub ject’ "The Natural History of Australia' s Offshore Islands". 


Sunda morning 9.00 am There will be two excursions (a) Bird Eee aneion: 

(b) Relics of the Golden Age and present mining activities. 

All activities will be at or depart from the Club house ‘in Timor Rd. 

Tea and coffee will be available at all mealtimes. 


KK KH HK KH HK 

EDITOR'S NOTE ~ Seale tae EPAEAG ts si 
School holidays, aenieins the absence for a: eens of key peoplé tir “the” aii 
production ‘team, and a work’ project. of mine which has taken up, many 
evenings, have conspired to delay production of Whirrakee this“nionth. 
It-has also meant that you have been. spared. an Editor's page again. 
However, things should return to something. more like normal ESM 
when Part 2 Of "Ferns of ,the Bendig oe EN will. appear, 


oot comers eens ress Remrirnermen sahaete #5 me: 


pe ET a i? tiriv ; Wilkinson, Editor 


Fe 


BENDIGO FIELD NATURALISTS CLUB 
Address for correspondence, P.O. Box 396, Bendigo 3550. 


OFFICE BEARERS FOR 1985-1986 


PRESIDENT Laurie Leeson .74 Lawson St.,Spring Gully 43.0521. 
SENIOR VICE PRESIDENT Rob Moors Mandurang South Rd. RSD Sedgwick 39 6254 
JUNIOR VICE PRESIDENT Rob Watkins Marnie Rd. Kennington 43 4891 
SECRETARY Rod Fyffe 546 Hargreaves St. Bendigo 43 7673 
ASSISTANT SECRETARY Glenise Moors. Mandurang South Rd. RSD Sedgwick 39 6254 
TREASURER... . Helene Boon  Kamarooka, RSD, Raywood 36° 9252: 
MEMBERSHIP OFFICER Win Demeo - Kamarooka, RSD, Raywood 36 9226 
EXCURSION/SYLLABUS © John Lindner ~~ Burns vey), Axedale 39.7308. 
ORGANISER . es oad 

LIBRARIAN ; Glenise Moors Marediroang South Rd. RSD Sedgewick 39 6254 | 
ELITOR Eric Wilkinson, 7 Weatherall St., Cal.Gully 46 8736 


EDITORIAL COMMITTEE Graham Hill (42 4016 ); Bill Holsworth (43 4063; 


Membership of the Bendigo Field Naturalists Club is open to all those interested 
in natural history. The membership subscription rates are: Single $12.00, ~ 
Family $16.00, Pensioner and Children $7.00. Whirrakee subscription only $12.00. 


General Meetings are held on the second Wednesday of each month at the Conference 
Rooms, Department of Agriculture, Midland Highway, Epsom. Meetings start at 
7.30: p.m., and conclude with supper. The Annual Meeting is held in September. 


Excursions The assembly point for excursions is outside the Special Services 
Complex in Havlin St. Fast, Bendigo, unless otherwise specified. 

Full day excursions normally commence at 10.00-a.m. (usually on a Sunday), 

Half day excursions normally commence at 2.00 p.m. and may be either a Saturday 

or Sunday. Day or half day excursions are usually held on the weekend following | 

the General Meetinr. Campouts are held several times in a year, usually 

eo-inciding with long weekends or holiday periods, 


The B.F.N.C. has five sub-groups: - 


The BIRD OBSERVERS GROUP meets on the first Friday of the month at the 
Arriculture Department, Epsom, at 7.30 p.m. 

President: Harvey Rich, 58 Dundas Rd., Maryborough 61 1698 

Secretary: Nancy Stone, 3 Brodie St., Bendigo 43 7993 


The BOTANY GROUP meets on the fourth Friday of the month at 7.30 p.m. at. the 
Biology Lab., Applied Science 1 Building, B.C.A.E., (unless otherwise announced ). 
Convenor: Eric Whiting, 7 Aviary Crt., Kennington. 43 5965 


The CONSERVATION GROUP meets on an "as required" basis, As far as practicable, tek 
meetings details will be advertised in the "Whirrakee" diary. 
Convenor: Rod Fyffe, 546 Hargreaves St., Bendigo 43 7673 


The MAMMAL SURVEY GROUP meets on the third Thursday of the month, at 7. 30 pm ° 
in member's homes as announced in the monthly diary. | oe) 
President: Graham Hill, 31 Curnow St., Golden Square 42 4016 
Secretary: Bill Holsworth, 13 Nabilla Cr., Kennington 43 4063 


The JUNIOR FIELD NATURALISTS GROUP meets on the last Sunday in the month, 
from 2.00 pom. to 5.00 p.m,,at the Education Department Special Services 
Complex, ‘ae St., Bendigo, Group Activities are open to the 8-18 years 
age group, ‘ther with their younger brothers and sisters, if accompanied 
by parents. aseeat: will be needed for help with transportation on excursions. ) 
Organisers: Jane Cleary, Goynes Rd., White Hills 48 4396 

Ian Fenselau, Buckland St., White Hills 48 4384 


MEETINGS 


Wed, Sept. 10 


Wed. Oct. 8 


Wed. Nov. 12 


EXCURSIONS 


Sun.Sept. 14 © 


Sun.Sept. 21 
Number 1 


Sun.Sept. 21 
Number 2 


Sun.0ct., 5 ~ 
Bais Pgsot fee ‘details P, i. 


Salomon Gully ikon Reserve - morning, ee at 10. 00 am. 


Sun,Oct. 12 
m= _ Jackass Flat Flora Reserve - afternoon, starting at 1.00pm... — 


Weekend Oct. 
ISS] Geers 


Sino, ie) 


Sun.Oct. 26 


Sun ADIo, 16 


Speaker: Eric Wilkinson. Topic: 


Hosted by Maryborough FN. Cc. 


- DIARY - 


oor ose Booey 
sco scd dN? 


VIC 
President's Address. ie hee 


Botany Workshop, organised by Botany Geb 
Members to bring specimens.. Details in October "Whirrakee", 


"Coastal Landforms". 


‘Bus trip to’ Melbourne Wildflower Show, with members of Bendigo 


Native Plant Group. Full details page 9 Aupust "Whirrakee", 


Specimen Hill Flora Reserve (morning) and New Zealand Gully “il 
(afternoon). Leader: Graham Hill. Full details page 9 Aug. Whirrakee. 


Bird: ‘Observers Club (Melbourne) visit to Jack and Jean Ipsen's 
home at "Lyal’ Glen". Bendigo members welcome, 
Full détails July "Whirrakee", p.13. 


Walk, along Sugarloaf Range. Leader: John Lindner. 


Meet at the’ entrantes of the reserves in Patterson Street, © 

Quarry Hill (behind lawn cemetery) and Crane Street, North Bendigo, 
respectively, Bring picnic lunch and morning/afternoon teas if 
staying all day. Members of Castlemaine and MergboroueH FNC. 'S © 


» will be participating. 


Western Victorian Field Naturalists Clubs Tepccis tory 
Full details in October NERA c 


Tour of the Whipstick, - with Bendigo and Shepparton Native Plant - 
Group members, Start at Eaglehawk Town Hall at 10.00 a.m. 
Leader: Ian Evans (46 7326) ; : 


Tour of ‘the Whipstick, with Bendigo and Rupanyup (and possibly 
Grampians) Native Plant Group members. — 

Start at Eaglehawk Town Hall ae 10.00 -a.m. Leader? Tan Evans 
(46 7326). 


[cer der: of St. Erth, Blackwdod. Full Sencal: in Ocivoher "Whirrakee". 


BIRD ee GROUP 


Fri.dct. 3. 


BOTANY GROUP: - 
Thurs. Sept.25 


' "7,30 p.m. Dept. of Agriculture, Epsom. 


Speaker: Mr. Frank Stephens. Bird Observers Club. 
Bird of the Naeie - White ee Duck, 


7.30 pm at Jack Kellam’ s home. 
Topic: ESI states “than Bucalyptd.: 


MAMMAL SURVEY GROUP 


Thurs. Sept. 18 Ge 203 pm at Graham. Hill's home, 31 Curnow Shs Golden See 


JUNIOR FIELD NATURALISTS : ee : ; 


pong 2 


"Mr. Jonn Lindner will fence a. visit to ‘the. Wiapettok, to examine - 3 
artificial hollows where mammals . may be found. 


COMMITTEE MEETING 


Wed. Sept. 24 


7.30 pm at Helene Boon's home, Kamaroolka, ’ 


